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ELECTRICITY SUPPLY — REGIONS 

Motion 

DR D.J. HONEY (Cottesloe — Leader of the Liberal Party) [5.24 pm]: I move — 

That this house condemns the Labor state government for failing to deliver reliable and affordable energy 
to regional WA customers, leaving households, businesses and entire communities in the dark. 

In the very early days, it used to be that the government saw the provision of food, water and shelter as a necessity 
of life, but of course, in our modern world, the reality is that electricity is a critical necessity for our entire community 
and for households. For most of us, we could not do what we do every day without electricity. Managing a reliable 
and stable electricity supply is now a key deliverable for any government in the world, in particular in a dispersed 
state such as Western Australia that has an added degree of difficulty in doing that. Good management of an electricity 
network comes down to two key things: the first is reliability of supply and the second is price. In turn, those 
fundamentals of reliability of supply of electricity at a reasonable price requires the government to make a proper 
investment into it and a proper effort to maintain and improve the infrastructure that delivers that power to households. 
That is why, on this side of the house, I took on the dual shadow portfolio roles of energy and state development, 
because there is an intrinsic link between the reliability of electricity supply and continuing to develop and improve 
supply of electricity around this state. It would behove the other side to do the same because it is readily apparent 
that the Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade, who is heading off for two weeks during a parliamentary 
sitting week, is not taking on that important role, particularly for the midwest of this state. 

It is worthwhile going over history—members on the other side like to go over history from time to time—and looking 
at Labor’s track record on delivering reliable and, in particular, cheap, energy to the state of Western Australia. 
There have been a couple of failures in that regard. As I said, we currently do not have reliable or cheap electricity 
in this state that is critical for this state’s future economic development. 

After five years of this government being in office, we have heard constantly from the Minister for Energy—in 
fact, we have not heard constantly from the Minister for Energy. We had major power outages over Christmas. A few 
weeks ago, we had major power outages in Kalgoorlie, again a repeat of the major outages over Christmas. We 
had two outages over four days and the community did not hear a peep from the minister. In fact, an official from 
Western Power—not the minister, who was absent—was sent to the Kalgoorlie community to present the reasons 
for what had happened. We have had no clarity from the government whatsoever on what it is doing to improve 
the reliability of the electricity system. The minister has made the point that we cannot have an electricity system 
that is 100 per cent reliable; we know that. If we had a system that was 100 per cent reliable, it would cost an infinite 
amount of money. It means that some compromises will always have to be made, but there is no doubt whatsoever 
that our system could be more reliable than it is now. I will go through this in a little detail during the debate tonight, 
but there is no doubt that the government has the reports and the measurements at hand that demonstrate that. But 
what is being done about it? My great concern is that we will have a bow wave of maintenance activity that will 
exacerbate this situation and make it worse rather than improve it. 

We know that bushfires and storms can cause major disruptions, but I will not accept in this debate this spin from 
the other side to say, “The reason we have an unreliable electricity network is because of climate change.” The 
argument that the minister used, that one of the factors making our electricity system more unreliable is climate 
change, is nonsense. We know we have hot days and cold days. Our electricity system is designed and should be 
designed to withstand the full range of temperatures. To say that if we had 10 hot days, the system would have been 
reliable, but because we had 12 hot days the system is unreliable is a nonsense argument. The system has to be fit 
for purpose. Our system has to sustain electricity supplies across the range of temperature and other environmental 
conditions that occur. It cannot be that every time we have a hot day or it rains heavily that we should expect major 
power outages across the state. 

Unfortunately, the experiences of our communities, particularly in the regions—we just heard a discussion about 
the divide, and there is a divide on power reliability in the state of Western Australia—is that our regional communities 
are disproportionately adversely impacted by power outages. That is evidence of a failure to deal with the issues 
that they face. Again, I heard the Minister for Energy talk about this. He said, “As the powerlines get longer, we are 
likely to experience more faults.” That is true. The probability of any fault related to a powerline twice as long is 
twice. That is a fair enough contention. That is why we have appropriate countermeasures in place at those distant 
locations so that when we have those inevitable faults, there is a countermeasure that deals with it. When I worked 
in industry for 20 years, no industry ever accepted the excuse that it is a more complex industry or it is harder to 
get something there, therefore we will put up with the fact that it will be less reliable. As a manager, in the role 
I had, my duty was to make sure that we put in countermeasures and other things to counter that shortcoming. We 
understand that if we are at the end of a very long powerline, such as the city of Kalgoorlie getting power from 
Collie, there is the greater potential for disruption. That means we should have a proper countermeasure in Kalgoorlie 
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that can come up to speed rapidly and restore power to that important community. That is true for other communities 
as well. 
When we were debating some specific outages a little while ago, I heard the member for Swan Hills comment that 
the government is doing some other things around remote power. Yes, it is, and are those sufficient and being done 
in a timely manner? In the past 12 months we have seen a dramatic increase in the number of power outages. We 
have seen a dramatic increase in power outages since this government came to power. It may be that other things 
are being done, and I am aware of those other things, but they are not having the effect of providing more reliable 
power for those communities. 
We hear these comments, which I will refer to a little later in the debate, to the effect of “Shucks; if you’re out in 
the bush, you should have to put up with it.” We do not think that is appropriate. Certainly, there should be a very 
clear plan for improving reliability. We are not talking about a first-term government. We are not talking about it 
being in power for a couple of years to change something as big as the electrical network, when it could say that 
the other side did not do the right thing and it is dealing with the consequences of its inaction. The government is 
now five years and three months into government. It has to own the problem and it has to have a clear idea. I have 
said in this place before that Minister Johnston is a hardworking minister who studies hard and reads his notes and 
so on. Where is the plan? Surely he has had time to formulate that and deliver it to the community, and we should 
be starting to see some significant improvement in that network. As I said, to be frank, I think the minister’s 
comments to the people of Kalgoorlie and areas of the midwest have been dismissive. Just to say, “It’s because it 
was an extra bit of hot weather” or “It’s because of a protocol in terms of repair and so on and that’s why it happened; 
we’ll see what we can do about it” is not good enough. I know from my old hometown, and this is true for most 
regional communities across Western Australia, we see that most people are buying their own generators because 
the state-delivered power supply is so unreliable. That is true, particularly for people on farms, but it is also true 
that a very large number of people in large regional towns now have generators. Over Christmas it was those 
people with generators who saved their Christmas and Boxing Day lunches and they could have their friends over. 
That should not be happening in a state such as Western Australia. 
I have previously spoken about the residents of Horrocks. They kept a record of power supply outages, and recorded 
117 hours of outages in just two months over December. Eventually, and only because of the enormous disquiet 
in the community, Western Power delivered generators at the end of January, meanwhile, they endured 117 hours 
of outages. The trouble with these outages—I apologise for my post-COVID cough—is that it is not just one outage. 
We might say that they could live with that, but there are one-hour and two-hour outages that are not even recorded 
as being significant outages because they do not hit the threshold, which I will talk about a little later. What happens 
once they have one, two or three outages, especially with modern refrigerators and electronic equipment, is it actually 
destroys the microprocessors in these things, so they do not work at all. That happens especially for larger equipment 
in food venues and the like. Over that Christmas period a lot of communities that were not recorded as having had 
significant outages had their equipment destroyed because of the multiple short outages over that period. 
We heard about the people in Roleystone enduring four days without power beginning on Christmas Day. That 
came in the wake of numerous disruptions during late November and early December. Roleystone is Perth. We 
are not talking about somewhere at the end of hundreds of kilometres of powerlines. As I pointed out previously, 
12 months earlier people had to endure the same sorts of outages. They should not have to put up with that. I attended 
a community meeting there and they pointed out to me that when it had those outages two years ago, there was 
a massive bushfire down on the coastal plain, near Kwinana. The wind was blowing from the west and heading 
towards the hills. All their phone towers went out. Many people these days rely on mobile phones. There is probably 
an age demographic here, even in my family. Many households have only mobile phones. They do not have landlines. 
Those people had no phone contact. They were really disturbed. It was a very serious bushfire at the time threatening 
to come up the hills. I am sure members are aware of Roleystone; that area is heavily wooded. The hill slope coming 
up to that area is heavily wooded and they were really concerned. They had no way of getting emergency messages. 
Might I say, in a great number of regional townships and even in the extended parts of metropolitan Perth, when 
the power goes off, people lose even landline communication, because the landlines go back to towers. Typically, for 
many of them, they only have around four hours of electricity. When they have an extended outage of nine hours 
or so, they lose the communication altogether. They do not even have a landline. Typically, mobile phone towers are 
the ones that disappear first. 
The midwest has especially suffered from power outages. Last summer, 17 midwest locations endured 2 502 hours 
of blackouts. The worst affected was Dongara, with 381 hours of outages. I have communicated with business 
owners in Dongara who incurred enormous costs due to regular power outages over recent years. This is a problem. 
People might say that there is one event and a big outage that affects a lot of people, which adds up to a lot of 
hours, but it is evident that these communities have constantly endured outages over the past few years. That comes 
back to what this government is doing. One business owner spoke of the costs involved in buying solar panels and 
a backup generator because they simply could not rely on government-supplied power for their particular business. 
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Over that Christmas period in particular, when COVID vaccinations were still a very live topic and obviously 
getting that third dose out was critically important, a lot of pharmacies and medical practices had to throw out all 
their COVID medication because it was unrefrigerated for a number of hours and therefore they could not safely 
use it. 
Just to reinforce this, these outages are having real impacts on people’s lives. A letter to The West Australian on 
2 June from Mr Jim Waddell in Port Denison stated — 

Premier Mark McGowan should come and live in Port Denison/Dongara if he thinks Western Power 
reliability is acceptable. The real sufferers are those who cannot afford generators which is probably half 
the community has because the power supply is so unreliable. 

There was another letter from Andre Nel of Karakin. Andre referred to the Jim Waddell letter, writing — 

Jim Waddell … is quite correct about Western Power reliability. 

I reside between Ledge Point and Lancelin, which is less than 100km from central Perth. We lose power 
so regularly that I have a hotline to Western Power. I have complained about this to numerous politicians 
but to no avail. 

Most people have generators, but this defeats the object. 

Maintenance is non-existent which is the main problem. 

Third world countries have more reliable power supply. 

I am not quite sure whether that latter assertion is correct but I do know that he is experiencing unacceptable power 
outages, well beyond what is reasonable, given all the other excuses that are given. People are being forced to buy 
their own generators because of that failure. 

In Walkaway, residents tell us that they had six outages from Christmas to February that lasted a total of 76 hours. 
Residents in Port Gregory experienced more than 160 hours of outages in that period. They did not get any backup 
power generators from Western Power during that period. Residents of Springfield cannot even access water when 
the power is out. That is because they rely on groundwater for their water supply and they cannot get it. That matter 
was raised in Parliament. The minister brushed it off by saying that it is related to climate change and this and that—
the normal excuses that get rolled out every time. We all know that the climate is changing. As I pointed out earlier, 
whether climate is changing or not does not alter the requirement for the government to supply reliable power. 
Equally, none of the temperatures that we have seen have been unusual. The duration of high temperatures may have 
been a bit longer than usual—it will be interesting to see that detail—but the reality is that none of those temperatures 
are unusual. They are not extreme and they are not temperatures that have never been seen before. It is the job of 
Western Power to supply that power. There are many places in the world where the temperature is far more extreme 
than the temperatures in the southern part of Western Australia, yet adequate power is supplied to those areas. The 
minister can give us a lecture about climate change—he is not going to get an argument on this side of the house 
about that—but the real question to be asked is: why can our power network not cope with normal temperatures 
that we experience during summer? 

These outages are not just occurring in the midwest; they also occur in the south west. I have spoken before about 
Kalgoorlie. I feel especially sorry for the people in Kalgoorlie who endured those problems over summer when 
the minister said it was extremely hot and there were bushfires. A few weeks ago there were no storms, no high winds 
and no high temperatures, yet over four years there were two major outages in that city and around 20 000 houses 
were affected on both occasions. Those outages occurred in a major regional centre that is critical to the economic 
wellbeing of this state. It demonstrates a lack of maintenance and now capital investment. The frustrating thing 
about Kalgoorlie is that it has two large backup generators—two large diesel-fired gas turbine generators. I am 
told that they can handle all the load for Kalgoorlie and nearby areas. In both of those extended outages—it was 
true during summertime as well—despite the fact that the government is paying a large sum of money to have that 
capacity in Kalgoorlie to back up the power supply network, those generators did not come on. Outages lasted up 
to nine hours, yet those turbines did not come back on.  

This matter was discussed during estimates. We heard that the generators are slightly older and they take a little 
longer to start up so Western Power does not make the decision to start them up straightaway. I will dwell on this 
point a little. The problem is that the decision is made by some bureaucrats in Perth. Someone on the phone is 
saying, “What do you reckon?” The truth is that it goes on for hours and hours. They are not started. When people 
try to start them, suddenly they discover they have faults. They are privately owned generators but Western Power 
and the state government have a direct obligation to make sure that those generators can be started. The minister 
gave us the excuse during estimates that Western Power should be able to invest more money so these generators 
are able to start up quicker. It would cost a few million dollars. The Economic Regulation Authority came back 
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and said, “No, that is gold plating or whatever and you cannot do it.” The minister stopped there. But, in fact, the 
minister has absolute control over this matter. The ERA simply says that if that extra money is spent, that money 
cannot be recovered from customers.  

That means that when the government is justifying the next price increase to the ERA, given that Synergy effectively 
is a monopoly power supplier to houses, that money cannot be charged back to the customers. Western Power is 
paying hundreds of millions of dollars in dividends to the government, or in fact it is retaining it. The minister can 
simply write to Western Power and say, “You will spend that money.” It just means that Western Power cannot 
recover that expenditure from customers. However, that money could come from the dividend—the government 
could put that money in from consolidated revenue. It would be a waste of time to go around that big circle. 
Mr R.S. Love: Stuff a billion dollars into the Liberal coffers. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: As the member for Moore pointed out, when the government gave a direction to replace wooden 
poles, so that money could not be recovered from customers, the government said, “As a matter of public policy, 
we will invest taxpayers’ money to improve the reliability of that system.” Minister Johnston or the previous minister 
could have given a direction when the ERA came back and said, “Fair enough. You are not going to win a fight with 
the ERA.” But the government could have made the policy decision to invest the money by paying extra money 
to those providers so that those machines could start up and come on more rapidly in Kalgoorlie. It is not right for 
the minister to hide behind the ERA or climate change or some other thing and say that is why Kalgoorlie does not 
have reliable power. Kalgoorlie does not have the state-of-the-art, if you like, backup power generation capacity. 
It has a system that is slower to start because the government chose not to invest the money in it. It had that choice 
but the minister said, “Well, because I can’t recover it from customers, I won’t do it at all.”  
We know there is public policy on regional areas. Governments make investments in regional areas because people 
expect they will have the same services and access to reliable power and clean water as people in the metropolitan 
area. It is relatively easier and cheaper per person to deliver those services in Perth so governments from both sides 
over time have accepted that sometimes they will make an investment in the regions because they want people to 
have health services and other things even though they cost more. The government could have done it but chose 
not to. That problem could have been solved. It has been a problem for some time and the minister has been aware 
of it for some time so it comes back onto the minister. At the end of the day, the minister is in charge. There are 
some experienced ministers in this house and I am absolutely certain and know for a fact that at times they have had 
to say. “Yes, I know that’s what you are saying but I’m directing you to do this and I will give you a written direction 
if I need to.” That matter is with the government; we do not have to wait until the end of an existing contract or 
whatever to resolve the matter. 
An Economic Regulation Authority 2021 report into electricity distributors shows that the reliability of our 
network is deteriorating. It states on page 4 that the number of customers affected by extended interruptions—that 
is, power outages of more than 12 hours—rose from 45 000 hours in 2016–17, which was the final year of the last 
Liberal–National government, to over 98 000 hours in 2019–20. It was some 70 000 hours last year, which is 
a 55 per cent increase. That is what I mean when I say the network is getting worse. Those extended outages are 
increasing quite significantly. We have not heard commentary from the minister that explains why that is or what 
he is doing about it. 
The other side to look at is that it is 12 hours. That is a disaster. It means a person would lose everything in their 
freezer and many would lose medications and the like. Think about it. That is 70 000 residents having power outages 
for over 12 hours. That is an enormous number. As I say, it is a massive increase on the number of outages before 
this government took power. It is certainly concerning. The ERA report states — 

Western Power attributed the cause of the extended interruptions to severe storms … including cyclone 
Seroja … 

Cyclone Seroja was two years ago. We have storms every year. We know storms will come through so we need 
a network that is not only resilient, but also has backup capacity in remote areas so it can deal with having a powerline 
out. The powerline from Three Springs to Geraldton was badly affected by cyclone Seroja and that is why that town 
needs backup power. Fortunately, a gas facility was available. It was going to be shut down but fortunately it was 
kept open despite where the government wanted to go at the time. 
The same ERA report states that Western Power blames storms for the high number of outages but there was a drop 
in the number of customers experiencing more than 16 interruptions, which the report states were due to fewer 
major storm events during the year. I am a little intrigued by that statement in the report. The report does not seem 
to be consistent. The real point is that we need a power network that is resilient to usual weather conditions; we 
get storms every winter and hot weather every summer. 
In regional areas, the standard is 16 interruptions per annum. In the Perth CBD good performance is nine interruptions 
per annum. It seems that we are quite prepared to accept the fact that people who live in regional areas have just 
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got to put up with things that people in Perth would not put up with or think are reasonable. The average duration 
of interruption in the CBD is around 80 minutes but even that is double what Western Power says is the acceptable 
standard. The average is 80 minutes; the standard is 30 minutes. Where is the government’s plan to close that gap? 
The average duration of interruption in the suburbs is over 300 minutes, which is more than twice the acceptable 
standard. The average duration of outage in rural areas is around 290 minutes, or nearly five hours. Last year there 
were 1 700 minutes—that is, nearly 29 hours. That is six times longer than the accepted standard. Members can 
see the measure of it and what I am trying to paint a picture of. In regional areas there is a lower standard and the 
government is accepting that lower standard. 
Even before cyclone Seroja, the recorded rural average was nearly 1 400 minutes, which is more than four times the 
standard. Cyclone Seroja, as a one-off event had an impact, but even in the absence of Seroja, the average being 
measured was four times the accepted standard. 
The ERA report mentioned performance in the suburbs. It stated — 

Western Power has not met the … standard of 160 minutes for urban areas in any of the six years reported. 
I am sure that the keen ears of members opposite are pricking up and they are thinking that that period also includes 
the last year of the Liberal government. This new government was very critical of the previous government in this 
area. It has been in power for five years, but as I have pointed out, in relation to the metrics, its performance is getting 
worse and worse. 
I want to go through the State of the infrastructure report: 2020/21. I made the comment earlier that the government 
has the information to hand that shows what is going on. Great information is available and that is a wonderful thing, 
but the whole point of having information is to do something about it. The age profile in the state of infrastructure 
report gives a clue as to the reliability of the ageing assets. I will go through that report for the education of 
members. I have heard comments from the government that things are getting better because the number of assets 
that exceed the maximum age that is tolerated for equipment has been reduced. I will go through the categories. There 
is a graph showing the age profile of distribution poles. The figures are for the years 2018–19, 2019–20 and 2020–21. 
There were about 145 000 poles in the zero-to-five-year category in 2018–19. That has dropped to about 9 000. 
Unfortunately, the keen eyes of members opposite probably cannot see this graph, but the number of poles in every 
other age profile is, essentially, going up. That is a dramatic reduction that means that new poles are not coming 
into the system to replace those old poles. 
If we look at the serviceability profile by age and distribution of wood poles, there is a metric for those aged 
41-plus years. That is an old pole by any measure. The graphic shows that almost two-thirds of those poles are listed 
as “treatment required”—almost two-thirds! Again, we see this increase. If we look at the profile distribution, since 
2018–19, the 41-plus category—that is the oldest category—has gone from about 12 600 poles to around 14 300. 
That is a substantial increase of 1 700 older poles. I think it is worth going through this. We can look at the age 
profile of distribution cross-arms. It is the same trend—a dramatic reduction in the zero to five years category and 
an increase in every other category. I know that there has been work done and a focus on this, but if we look at the 
figures for leakage currents resulting in unassisted pole-top fires, it was 0.04 per cent in 2016–17 and 0.04 per cent 
in 2020–21, so there has been no reduction in pole-top fires as a percentage of the total number of poles. If we 
look at the age profile of overhead conductors, which are critical for a reliable power supply, there again has been 
a reduction in the zero to five years category. Over the period that I discussed before, the 51-plus category—51 years 
is supposed to be the limit; that is the maximum age for pole conductors—has gone from around 12 300 to 15 300. 
That is an increase of 3 000 in the 51-plus age group of those conductors. Old conductors are more likely to short 
out. If a conductor shorts out, it will trip the power, which will cascade a lot of issues with restarting the network. 
If we look at transmission overhead conductors, we again see that trend. 
Underground cables are interesting. The report states that at the end of the reporting period, 52 kilometres of energised 
cable that make up the underground transmission network include 9.3 kilometres of fluid-filled cables, 82 per cent of 
which have exceeded their mean replacement life. We wonder why we are seeing problems with the underground 
power network, but 82 per cent of the fluid-filled cables have exceeded their mean life! Overall, 38.5 per cent of 
the transmission underground cable network is beyond the mean replacement life—over a third of the underground 
cables are beyond their replacement life! I am not making this up; this is the government’s own report on the state 
of the infrastructure. 
We can look at distribution transformers, which also have an increasing age. It is the same trend for ring main 
units. Some members might be fascinated by pole-top switch disconnectors. There is an increasing trend in the 
maximum age of the 31-plus years reclosers, which is another exciting part of the electrical network for people who 
are fascinated by them, as they are critical for the ability to get a network back into gear. We are seeing an increasing 
age in those. Members may be less familiar with sectionalisers, which again have an increasing age profile and 
a significant reduction in the zero to five years category. Drop-out fuses are critically important. Again, there is 
a significant increase in the age of those. The report states that the life of major power transformers is 40 years, but 
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the second-largest category of those transformers is the 51-plus category—those transformers are more than 11 years 
past their useful life. We are again seeing an increase in the number of ageing assets. It is true for switchboards, 
circuit-breakers, instrument transformers and the like. 
I wanted to dwell on that because we hear that this network is being properly maintained and improved. The data 
in this report shows that the age profile of all that critical equipment in our electricity network is getting older. 
That means that there has been underinvestment. I will note one positive for the government so as not to be entirely 
doom and gloom about it. Members will be pleased to know that there has been a substantial reduction in the number 
of metal poles that have collapsed—it is has gone from 52 to seven. That is a good achievement, but it does not do 
much for the reliability of the power network in regional areas. I think that reinforces the point. It is disappointing 
that when money is available, it is not being spent to upgrade, invest in or improve our system. The independent 
review conducted by the Economic Regulation Authority that I mentioned before said that Western Power had 
invested $368 million less than it had planned and was approved to spend. It had approval from the ERA to invest in 
upgrading and modernising the system by making a capital investment, but it spent almost $400 million less than was 
planned. Some might say that the government is being frugal, but the statistics that I mentioned before demonstrate 
that this is at the cost of the asset life of that equipment. 
There was an independent review into the Christmas power outages and a number of recommendations were made. 
It is a pity that the minister obviously has other commitments, because I am interested to hear how that has progressed. 
We have heard very little about any progress against those recommendations that would lead to a reduction in major 
power outages like we had over Christmas. We need to hear from the minister. The minister spends a lot of time 
being highly critical of members on this side, so I think it is time for him to explain in detail what he is doing. 
It is clear that the problems are getting worse. Western Power derives an enormous amount of money from its 
customers in Western Australia. Its revenue last year was $1.8 billion. The capital works budget was $800 million, 
so there was a gap of $1 billion above that. Western Power spent $746 million on capital investments last year—
that was outside the period covered by the ERA report. There was another $145 million underspend last year. In 
round terms, it is getting up to a $550 million underspend on the network. Western Power has enormous financial 
capacity. Western Power has not paid dividends for a couple of years. There is a combined capacity of some 
$450 million that Western Power can spend on upgrading regional and rural systems. It can seek direction from 
the minister when the ERA does not justify it recovering costs from customers, but there is more than adequate money 
in Western Power and in this government to deal with that. As I said, we have seen nothing from the minister to 
direct Western Power on this matter or make sure that we see an improvement in reliability of the power supply. 
I turn now to costs, because affordability is one topic of this debate. I will go back a little in history, because I think 
it is important. Back in 2005, under the Gallop government, I think a lie was sold to the people of Western Australia. 
In 2005, the Labor government sold its reform agenda on the basis that electricity prices would be eight per cent 
lower. That is when we saw the disaggregation of the network between distribution and suppliers and sellers. What 
did we see once that legislation came through? As soon as that legislation was pretty well promulgated, the public 
was told by that Labor government that they would not see an eight per cent decrease; they would see a 100 per cent 
increase. The cost of the disaggregation that was put forward by the Labor government at the time was 10 per cent 
per annum increases over 10 years. That is what we were told. Again, members on that side make a great point of 
saying, “Oh, well, the Liberal Party supported that.” That was because the Liberal Party at the time accepted the 
assertions of the minister. Today, in answer to a Dorothy Dixer, we heard the Minister for Energy say, “We are 
very clever because we have all these Western Power advisers. We have all these people who give us all this clever 
advice, and you on the other side are all dumb because you do not understand the detail that I have to hand because 
of all the great advisers I have.” Lest we on this side be wary — 
A member interjected. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: I am feeling a bit weary; I will tell you that, member, for free. 
Several members interjected. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: They are out working hard for their electorates, I hope! They are doing the job. 
Lest we on this side be wary of the minister’s statements today, speaking of the great wisdom that he has at hand, 
we were reassured back in 2005 by the Gallop government, so we did not oppose that legislation at the time. Lo and 
behold, what do we see now? We see that 100 per cent increase that was proposed by Premier Gallop. When the 
Liberal government came into power, the decision it made—again, this was mentioned by members on the other 
side—was that it was ridiculous to have a continuous cut, so it instead made a couple of larger increases in power 
prices. This was referred to again by the Minister for Energy when he came into this place and said, “You lot are 
useless. Look at the increases you made!” Those increases were the total product of the so-called Gallop government’s 
performance, in which it locked in the 10 per cent increases over 10 years. That was the increase that came out of 
those reforms. We wore the odium of that, but that was the complete consequence of those reforms and that is why 
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I am going through that history because I think it is important that we in this place hear the whole story and not 
part of the story as given by the Minister for Energy. 
Since this government came to power in 2017 — 
Several members interjected. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: I have limited time, members, and I want to get through a little bit of material. In 2017, electricity 
cost 26.5¢ a kilowatt hour or thereabouts. That was a 13.5 per cent increase. We know that inflation has increased, 
at least for part of this year. We have seen an inflation spike because of what is happening in Ukraine and some 
other energy issues. But that spike is substantially above the inflation rate since this government came to power. 
We had years of a one per cent inflation rate. Now, it is continuing to increase. We hear government members talk 
a lot about the $400 rebate that the government will give customers and the $600 rebate that was given last time, but 
the fact is that the underlying charges are going up and up. The government will rapidly recover that gap. Yes, it is 
a one-off sugar hit, and I might say that in both cases—no surprise—they were timed immediately before an election. 
We saw one sugar hit immediately before the state election and we saw the other sugar hit immediately before the 
federal election. Given the Premier was very present in that campaign, it was little wonder that the government 
used the same trick it used in the state election to buy favour with the electorate. 

Again, some of these underlying charges have gone up. There was the massive hike on daily supply charges of 
95 per cent in 2017 when the Labor government came in. The government has increased this charge from 48.6¢ to 
107.8¢ a day. That is a massive increase, and it is a charge that no-one can escape as it hits household budgets over 
time. It is very, very clear that there is no plan by this government to lower prices. What we are seeing forecast is 
price increase after price increase. As I say, despite these sugar hits, the underlying charges have increased, and 
we are not seeing any option to lower them. 
We see the Labor government giving up energy capacity to bring other players into the system, which, again, 
substantially increases the price of electricity. In fact, one of the things that has led to the shutdown of the Collie 
power stations was the preferential taking of power from third parties—non-government sources—which has 
made those power stations unviable. Therefore, we will now see those public assets mothballed at, I would say, 
a significantly written-down value. I will well and truly stand corrected on this, but I think there is something like 
$600 million still on the books for those assets. As I say, I am happy for members to correct me on that matter of 
detail. Nevertheless, a very substantial asset value will be written off. 

We had sensible regulation during the Court years from 1993. Between 1993 and 2001, there was one price rise 
of 3.7 per cent. Why was that? It was because the government sensibly allowed third parties to bid for power 
requirements above the generation capacity of the state-owned asset. 

A government member interjected. 

Dr D.J. HONEY: Is the member talking about Varanus Island? I think the member might be doing a little bit of 
verballing there—at least, misleading—to the house. 

That was good management of that particular plan. As I say, the Labor plan led directly to the doubling of prices. 
A failed reformation process contributed to the enormous cost of living for households in Western Australia today, 
led to other massive costs and is something that we should be worried about now. 

I want to spend a few moments dwelling on the Collie plan. It was really interesting to hear from the minister today 
about this. There was a lot of spin. The minister was very critical of our plan during the previous state election, 
but the plan that the government is bringing in is, in large part, the plan that we had suggested. Also, I might say, just 
on some other notes, the hydrogen highway was a direct copy of our plan from the state election, as was the electric 
charging highway and infrastructure. But we will let that pass! 

A major challenge is facing us. For those members who are interested in electricity, the Australian Energy Market 
Operator has put out an excellent report. AEMO is an excellent organisation—an independent organisation, which is 
interesting—that can give people independent comment. AEMO outlines in its Electricity statement of opportunities 
the challenges going forward. We heard assertions from the minister today about this and about the discussions he 
had had with AEMO about the capacity required. Up until the announcement the government made yesterday, 
Muja 7 and 8 and the Bluewaters power station were expected to continue into the future, and that is reflected in 
AEMO’s Electricity statement of opportunities report. The Australian Energy Market Operator looks at all the 
generation and the increase in rooftop solar. It is saying that by 2030–31, that will increase to about four gigawatts, 
or 4 000 megawatts. That is a massive increase in that capacity. It looks at the planned shutdowns and all the 
generation that is available. There are about 3.5 gigawatts of non-coal, non-renewable generation capacity from most 
of the gas turbines and diesel generators that are available in the system. It looks at peak demand in the system and it 
makes assumptions. Of course, it has to make an assumption at some stage. For example, obviously, at night-time 
there is no sun, but there are times when there is no wind, and there is no wind over extensive areas of the state, 
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not just in one little isolated part of the state. There are times when no renewable power is available and nearly all 
the power has to be supplied by backup generation. 

The Australian Energy Market Operator is saying that in 2030–31, there will be only 171 megawatts above that 
forecast peak demand. Muja 7 and 8 have a combined capacity of 422 megawatts. That is what the AEMO site lists 
it as. That is the reserve capacity. The AEMO site indicates that the Bluewaters 1 and 2 stations have 434 megawatts 
of capacity available. That is a combined total of 856 megawatts. If we subtract the 171 megawatts, which is the 
available peak, it leaves a gap of close to 685 megawatts of generation capacity. That is substantial. 
Today I asked the minister what his plan is, and the minister had great delight in pointing out my many failings 
and telling me that he had published his plan. I got my staff to search extensively, because I had not seen a plan. As 
far as I can see, the plan is the press release that was put out yesterday. The press release outlines that the government 
is going to spend various amounts of money on things and it is going to invest an estimated $3.8 billion in new green 
power infrastructure. If there is one message I would like the other side of the house to get, it is that promised 
money is not a plan. It is just money. We hear this in health. I am fascinated when we hear the Premier say that 
the government spends more money per person on hospital beds in Western Australia, but Western Australia has 
the lowest number of hospital beds per person in the country. All it means is that our hospital beds are massively 
more expensive than those in any other state. If I were the Minister for Health or the Premier, I would be looking 
at more efficiently managing the cost of hospital beds in this state, because clearly that is the problem. The minister 
saying that he is going to spend an amount of money is not solving the problem. I hear this in housing: “We promise 
to spend this much money.” It does not solve the problem. The minister saying that he is going to allocate a certain 
amount of money is not a plan. A plan is saying that this much battery backup is going to be installed, that it is 
estimated that there will be this much hydrogen capacity in the system or that this is going to be built in Collie or 
Greenough. That is a plan. I asked the minister for a plan. But instead the minister said that I was a fool because 
I do not understand that he has a plan and he has told me the plan. This press release is not a plan. It is a statement of 
general intent. The minister says that he is going to invest a certain amount of money and he is going to do something 
about it. 

We have had a debate in this place before about power reliability. If the government is going to bring green energy 
from the midwest into the south west interconnected system, it will have to upgrade the current lower voltage 
powerline from Three Springs to Geraldton. It will have to have a plan to upgrade the 330-kilovolt line from Three 
Springs to Geraldton. I was really disappointed in the minister on this. I had a meeting with AEMO representatives 
on 2 June and I asked them whether they had ever said that to bring that power down to the SWIS, there would 
need to be three powerlines. Do members know what they told me? No. They have never said that there has to be 
triplication of that line. They said that they would be perfectly satisfied with upgrading that line to 330 kilovolts 
to match the standard of the line that goes to Three Springs. Furthermore, they said that they had never given that 
advice. I am extremely disappointed that the minister would mislead the public of Western Australia and this place 
on that matter, because they were very clear to me on that matter. 

MS E.J. KELSBIE (Warren–Blackwood) [6.25 pm]: I rise to speak in opposition to the ridiculous motion raised 
by the member for Cottesloe. Under his plan, he wanted to shut Collie down in 2025—something that is unachievable, 
irresponsible and reasonably ridiculous. He has unrealistic time frames and no plans. His federal Liberal colleague 
Andrew Hastie, the member for Canning, said that the WA Liberal Party’s green energy policy was a lemon. Opposition 
members are all over the place—not literally, as there are so few of them left standing! The party has no consistency. 
Talk about nonsense arguments, member for Cottesloe. This government is actually doing things that are evidence 
based and innovative and are not based on ideology, privatisation and profit. I thank the member for Cottesloe for 
moving the motion, which provides me with the opportunity to share with the chamber the amazing work that the 
McGowan Labor government is doing to deliver reliable and affordable energy to regional WA customers like me, 
ensuring that households, businesses and entire communities keep the lights on, unlike what would happen if the 
opposition were in power. 

This week I had the opportunity to meet with a group in Denmark at the Totally Renewable Denmark stakeholder 
forum. It was a great example of how this government is engaging with the community and different stakeholders. 
Representatives from Western Power and Synergy were there. Louise Duxbury, who started Green Skills back in 
the day, was the facilitator. She is a local leader and she founded Green Skills, which is a not-for-profit organisation 
working for a sustainable future in our communities. We sat around and we looked at the lines across the great 
southern and we talked about opportunities and challenges. Representatives from the Great Southern Development 
Commission, the South Coast Alliance and the councils were in attendance and at the table working to support our 
communities and come up with innovative and opportune moments. These guys are part of a stakeholder forum that 
have got together to seek to increase renewable energy production and reduce greenhouse gas emissions across the 
Shire of Denmark. Their visions align with the McGowan Labor government’s approach to modernising WA’s energy 
sector and our commitment to a low-carbon future. 
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In March 2019, the McGowan government launched Western Australia’s energy transformation strategy, setting 
out its response to the unprecedented changes happening in the energy sector. One in three WA households has 
rooftop solar, and that number is expected to rise by 50 per cent by 2030. The annual installation rate of rooftop solar 
has hit record heights, with one megawatt added every day by WA households, schools and small businesses in 2021. 
As the shadow Minister for Energy, the member for Cottesloe should no doubt be aware that the rapid uptake 
of solar has created challenges, as well as opportunities, for the way that our power system produces, manages 
and consumes electricity. The energy transformation strategy responds to these challenges and has three main 
areas of action. The first area of action is the development of a whole-of-system plan for the south west interconnected 
system to guide investment in infrastructure. This is the first time a cohesive generation and transition plan has 
been completed—cohesive and a plan. Secondly, it sets out changes to modernise the regulatory frameworks for the 
connection of generators to Western Power’s network and the operation of the wholesale electricity market, including 
changes to essential system security services and the removal of barriers to connect new technologies such as utility 
scale batteries. Finally, it outlines the distributed energy resources road map to integrate growing levels of DER, 
maximising customer benefits and reducing system stability risks. 

Judging from question time today, the member for Cottesloe seems to be unable to get his head around the changes 
that are coming. System dynamics are changing. We have developed a whole-of-system plan that provides different 
scenarios for how Western Australia’s main electricity grid might look in the next 20 years. We have also redesigned 
the wholesale electricity market to improve power system security and efficiency, and to improve network access for 
new largely renewable generators. We have made exceptional progress in how we plan and manage power systems, 
allowing us to embrace renewable energy and storage technologies. 
What does that look like on the ground? More than 20 trials of new technologies are being undertaken across 
hundreds of sites throughout metropolitan and, importantly, regional Western Australia. These include standalone 
power systems; community power banks; distributed energy resources; and virtual power plant trials, modular grids 
and microgrids. I had the pleasure of telling the Totally Renewable Denmark stakeholder forum about how nearly 
50 per cent of the total electricity demand in Esperance will now be met by renewable sources through the new integrated 
power system. That comprises a four-megawatt solar farm, two 4.5-megawatt wind turbines, a four-megawatt 
battery energy storage system, and a 22-megawatt high-efficiency gas power station. 
We have also funded projects across the state. They include the Narrogin renewable diesel project; my electorate’s 
very own Pumped-up Walpole; the Castelli Moora microgrid project; the midwest geothermal project; the AmbriSolar 
battery energy storage system project in Merredin; and the Port Hedland big battery project. These projects are being 
delivered with the support of more than $11 million from our government’s clean energy future fund. The CEFF 
supports innovative clean energy projects and technologies with the potential to support reductions in greenhouse 
gas emissions.  
Pumped-up Walpole in my patch will be Western Australia’s first pumped hydro microgrid. We had a community 
meeting back in April at which the Minister for Energy spoke to the community of Walpole, which at times does 
have an issue with power supply. Walpole’s pumped-up hydro microgrid will be WA’s first ever hydroelectric 
microgrid solution, working between the Town of Walpole and Western Power, and partnering with Western Australian 
engineering firm Power Research and Development to bring a mini hydro facility to Walpole and connect it to the 
south west interconnected system. The renewable microgrid solution will significantly improve power reliability 
for Walpole homes and businesses. Walpole is at the end of a long feeder line, so this has been very much appreciated. 
The Western Power and Power Research and Development joint program will significantly improve power reliability 
for the people of Walpole. 
The 1.5-megawatt pumped hydro facility will use two dams at Joe Burton’s farm—one at the top of the hill and 
one at the bottom of the hill—to store 30 megawatt hours of energy. It will work by pumping water uphill from 
one dam to the other when renewables are abundant and energy is cheap. During periods of high demand, the water 
will be released downhill to a generator to produce electricity. In the event of an outage, the facility will also 
supply power to the town. That will be done seamlessly. If the power goes out, Pumped-up Walpole will hop into 
action and the town will be re-powered. As I have said, Walpole is at the end of a 125-kilometre long feeder line. 
That line is exposed to destructive elements such as plants, animals, storms, lightning and bushfires. The pumped 
hydro solution aims to reduce the number of outages in the Walpole community at no additional cost to businesses 
or the community. It is innovation in practice. The facility will also support the increasing rise of renewables by 
assisting in the balance of demand and supply. It is expected to be fully operational in the second half of 2023. It 
was great to have Colin Stonehouse from the project at the meeting in Denmark. Our government is very committed 
to supporting innovative energy projects to help us respond to climate change, while also improving power reliability. 
Our record reflects this. 
The second part of this motion deals with affordability. Affordability is something that this government does, and 
we do it well. Western Power and Horizon Power are 100 per cent owned by the people of Western Australia. That 
allows us to maintain the best interests of Western Australians. The Liberal Party has a long history of privatising 
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government assets and of returning to its idea of privatising Western Power. In the metropolitan area, the average 
connection costs between $10 000 and $20 000 to provide service over a 50-year period, whereas in the outer 
metropolitan and regional areas of the SWIS, the cost is more than $240 000 per customer. The government’s 
uniform tariff policy ensures that all households and small businesses pay the same electricity tariffs no matter 
where they are located in the state. The annual subsidy is more than $160 million. The Liberal Party privatisation 
stance is a risk to all consumers, but mostly it is a risk to regional consumers. The Liberal Party wants electricity 
prices in the metropolitan area to be cheaper than they are in country areas. That is unfair. It is also irresponsible. 
Members of this chamber would be well aware of what the McGowan Labor government is doing to reduce the cost 
of living off the back of our recent budget surplus and strong economic position. We are supporting Western Australians 
with the cost of living by using our strong surplus to deliver a $400 electricity credit to every Western Australian 
household, metro and regional. We are able to do this as the McGowan government has reduced net debt for a third 
consecutive year. It is now almost $14 billion lower. 
Outages do happen. This state has more than 100 000 kilometres of powerlines, more than 800 000 power poles 
and billions of individual components. There are 8 760 hours in a year. If we had 99.5 per cent supply reliability, 
each year we would have 43.8 hours without electricity. On average, across the network, we have much higher 
reliability than that. When people lose power for an extended period, the extended outage payment comes into 
play. The member for Cottesloe, the shadow Minister for Energy, and ironically also for Innovation and ICT, does 
not seem to get it. However, his motion today provides a great opportunity for us to highlight the great work that 
is being done all over Western Australia to deliver reliable, affordable and green energy solutions. I also believe that 
my predecessor Terry Redman praised our work when we passed legislation to enable more innovative approaches 
like standalone power systems and microgrids. He said — 

This is a massive opportunity to find a balance between the revenue that our utilities have to maintain to 
look after their asset base, and bringing innovation to the table in some of those market areas.  

He went on to say — 
That will take a lot of discussion and a lot of good work from some very smart people behind the scenes … 

It seems that the member for Cottesloe has been left in the dark—the Dark Ages, unfortunately. This is a ridiculous 
motion and most definitely is not supported by me. 
MR K.J.J. MICHEL (Pilbara) [6.38 pm]: I rise to make a contribution on behalf of our government to the motion 
put forward by the member for Cottesloe, Dr David Honey, about the supply of energy for regional customers. 
I thank the member for Warren–Blackwood for her wonderful contribution. I also thank all the other members 
from our side who will come behind me to oppose this ridiculous motion that has been brought forward today. 
The Pilbara region covers an area of 502 000 square kilometres in the north of Western Australia. Horizon Power 
is the Pilbara’s regional and remote energy provider. Horizon Power is responsible for the largest geographical 
catchment of any Australian provider and has the lowest connection density in the world, with fewer than one customer 
per 50 square kilometres. Horizon Power operates 8 356 kilometres of overhead and underground transmission 
and distribution lines, 38 microgrids, eight micro power stations, the north west interconnected system and a number 
of standalone power systems. These systems are exposed to diverse climatic conditions characterised by intense 
heat and cyclonic conditions in the Pilbara. In a year there are 8 760 hours. If we had a system that was 99.5 per cent 
reliable, in a year we would go without electricity for 43.8 hours. On average, we have much higher reliability than 
anyone else. Regional areas face more challenges. It is important to recognise that every network will be vulnerable 
regardless of its form or state, and this includes power networks. It important to recognise that extended outages 
are often more prevalent in regional and remote areas of the state, especially in areas such as the Pilbara that can 
experience volatile natural weather conditions. However, I am proud to say that the Pilbara region’s power reliability 
and affordability has significantly improved. Horizon Power is funded by the state government through subsidies 
collected from the south west interconnected system’s customers as it is not possible to sustain supplies using its 
own revenue due to the government’s uniform tariff policy. For example, the cost to supply electricity to Nullagine 
in the Pilbara is $2.32 per kilowatt hour, but customers are charged at regular tariffs aligned with those in the 
south west interconnected system. Power prices over the last decade have increased by 90 per cent. The approach 
of previous governments was to limit engagement with and support for Western Australians. This government is 
absolutely committed to everybody in Western Australia paying the same price for electricity. Under the Liberal Party’s 
policy for privatisation, there are no circumstances in which those people could get cheaper electricity. To abandon 
the uniform tariff policy would mean that people in country Western Australia would pay more for electricity 
than people in Perth. The government’s uniform tariff policy ensures that all households and small businesses, no 
matter where they are located in the state, pay the same electricity tariffs. The annual subsidy is worth more than 
$160 million. The Liberal Party’s stance has always been for privatisation, which is a huge risk for all customers 
but particularly regional customers. The Liberal Party wants cheaper electricity prices in the metropolitan areas 
than in the country areas. 
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Over the past two years, Horizon Power has invested $10 million per annum on network renewals to mitigate 
potential fires and other network hazards. Horizon Power is prioritising the safety of the community. As faults due 
to weather conditions can often occur in clusters, crews may first need to attend and address many hazards before 
commencing on the restoration of power supply, especially in regional areas where crews may need to travel 
significant distances. Despite the financial challenge, Horizon Power is delivering incredible things. Thanks to 
Horizon Power, Western Australia is the world leader in microgrids and standalone power systems. Horizon Power 
was the first utility in Australia to demonstrate the commercial viability of SPSs as an alternative to replacing ageing 
poles and wires. In February 2021, Boundary Power was launched, which is a joint venture between Horizon Power 
and Ampcontrol to continue to develop and deploy units. As part of the Western Australian Labor government’s 
WA jobs plan, the government has made a $280 million commitment to create the manufacturing jobs of the future, 
including the building of standalone power systems in WA. This includes a specific commitment to deliver to 
Western Power and Horizon Power approximately 1 000 standalone power systems over five years. As many regional 
outages occur due to faults on long transmission lines, these units will significantly reduce the frequency and 
duration of outages. The Onslow microgrid has demonstrated the ability to run on 100 per cent renewable energy. It 
is the first time that a system of its size has done this. Its microgrids serve some of the world’s most isolated communities. 
Kalumburu is the furthermost permanent settlement along the remote Kimberley coast of Western Australia and 
is, at times, inaccessible by road. The community’s only power source to date has been from diesel generation, but 
earlier this year Horizon Power delivered a solar farm and battery energy storage solution. It will also reinvest the 
cost savings from the project into the community through its new community energy fund, a first for the state 
government–owned utility. This means that Horizon Power can give back $15 000 per year over 10 years or 
a $150 000 up-front payment for the community to invest in its own renewable energy projects. The Kalumburu 
Aboriginal Corporation is working with the community and Horizon Power to determine how the funding can be 
invested into further clean, green energy initiatives. The 929-kilowatt solar farm and 1.78-megawatt battery will 
meet up to 64 per cent of Kalumburu’s electricity needs, significantly reducing the community’s reliance on diesel 
power generation. This will reduce carbon emission by up to 825 tonnes per year and annual diesel consumption 
at the Kalumburu power station by an estimated 312 500 litres per year. This is the equivalent of taking approximately 
180 cars off the road. The new solution will not only improve the reliability of supply for the 400 residents, but also 
reduce the cost to the state government of providing electricity to the community. This has in part been made possible 
by the modular design of the solar farm’s ground mount system, which requires minimal civil and structural works 
to install. This has allowed lead contractor and solar system specialist West Australian Alternative Energy to 
employ locals to assist with the construction of the solar farm. The project will be the first to be delivered as part 
of Horizon Power’s remote communities centralised solar program, which aims to deliver similar renewable energy 
solutions to remote Western Australian Aboriginal communities. I look forward to such measures being implemented 
in Aboriginal communities throughout the Pilbara. 
Earlier this year, I was also pleased to hear that Pilbara ISOCo, the independent system operator of the Pilbara’s north 
west interconnected system, has entered into an agreement with Horizon Power to perform real-time coordination 
functions for the Pilbara region’s electricity network. This agreement marks an important first operational step in 
implementing the McGowan government’s Pilbara electricity reforms. This agreement will improve the efficiency 
and effectiveness of electricity services in the region as well as support regional economic growth and development. 
I would like to thank Alinta Energy, Horizon Power and Rio Tinto on their collaboration and constructive approach 
to implementing these important reforms. Establishing a future integrated electricity grid in the Pilbara is fundamental 
to the region remaining an engine room for the state and national economies. 
I do not agree with the opposition’s motion. Thank you. 
MS J.L. HANNS (Collie–Preston) [6.49 pm]: I rise to speak against this ridiculous motion. I speak in opposition 
to it on behalf of my community. I would like to start by talking about the member for Cottesloe’s contributions 
today. I would like to put on record that my community does not agree with his comment during the debate on this 
motion this evening that the support package that was released for Collie is just a media release and numbers. I am 
going to call out the member for Cottesloe because this is deeply personal, and it is deeply embedded in the Labor 
government’s very positive plan to help my community transition. Part of that is to establish our future, our future 
of Western Australia and our future of the energy system, and my community is a key part of that plan. 
I want to think about what the Liberal Party plan is for energy because I know that Hon Dr Steve Thomas is on 
record as having said it is the stupidest policy that the Liberal Party has ever come up with. I took the advice of 
the leader of the Australian Greens party, Adam Bandt, and I googled it; and I found that there has been no update to 
the policy that was rejected resoundingly at the last election. Labor has a whole-of-system plan, as the member for 
Warren–Blackwood referred to today. That document, just so I can let the member know, is 128 pages of modelling 
and a plan for the next 20 years of our energy system. I referred to the fact that during question time the member 
for Cottesloe criticised our plan; our plan is extensive and Collie is absolutely central to it. Before I move on, 
I remind the member for Cottesloe that his own plan was to shut the gates in Collie by 2025—lock the gates, throw 
$100 million at my community and walk away. 
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Yesterday, there was a significant announcement by the McGowan Labor government, and that was a tough day 
in my community. There is no doubt about that. I travelled to Collie with the Premier and the Minister for Energy 
and walked into a couple of rooms of workers to deliver the news around the plan for the transition away from the 
coal industry. Those rooms were filled with my friends and mothers and fathers of kids with whom my kids go to 
school. My husband was there. The transition and the commitment that this government is showing the community 
of Collie is absolutely to be applauded and stands in stark contrast to both the Liberal plan and the contributions 
from the opposition today. 
My community, the town of Collie, has a proud industrial history, and part of what we are doing as the McGowan 
Labor government is setting up our future so that we have a strong industrial manufacturing future going forward. 
We have an opportunity to shape this future by taking into account staged and carefully planned closures. I note 
that if we look at the dates around the closures, we will see that instead of everything being closed by 2025, Collie 
power station will still operate until October 2027 and Muja 7 and 8 until October 2029, with the associated 
decommissioning work to continue after that. While that buys us a significant amount of time, it also buys us the 
opportunity to attract significant investment into Collie, and that may well be in the renewable energy sector. It 
will potentially also take in advanced manufacturing, battery manufacturing, wind-turbine manufacturing, hydrogen, 
green cement and minerals processing. The opportunities here for my community to create our future are endless. 
A lot of the people whom the Premier, the minister and I spoke with after the announcement yesterday were very 
interested in an aspect of our package that we released for Collie, and that was the Collie Futures small grants 
program. We have topped that up by $2 million. We have had that program since 2017. That has allowed people in 
Collie to look at operating or opening or expanding small businesses within the community. Some people have come 
up to me and said, “I’ve had a business idea and I’m really interested in those Collie Futures grants. How do I go 
about it?” I have been able to assist them with that information. There are a number of people considering their 
options, and this significant package will allow those people to plan for their future. It will allow them to think about 
what this means for their individual circumstances and their families. It will allow them to take the opportunity to 
retrain and re-skill into the jobs of the future. 
I am not sure how the opposition can actually say that we have no plan, because although yesterday was very tough 
for my community, we can be absolutely certain that this government has our back and has the best interests of 
our workers and our community at heart. That was very clear yesterday in the way that the Premier, the minister 
and I went down to deliver the information to my community and to commit to working very closely with it over 
the next decade. 
This package is $500 million, on top of the $115 million already invested in the Collie community to assist us 
to transition our energy system within Western Australia. That is six times the package that was offered by the 
Liberal Party, and that is the reason it was resoundingly rejected at the last election in 2021. It was interesting to 
note the minister saying today that, despite Angus Taylor and Rick Wilson coming to Collie and trying to sell the 
idea that they would back coal, the numbers in the federal election were well and truly in Labor’s favour. That is 
because we have been on a journey with our community since 2017. We have undertaken a series of community 
meetings and there is now a Just Transition working group stepping through what our future is going to look like. 
We are five years into that plan, and we have nearly a decade in front of us to really crystallise opportunities for 
our workers and our community. 
I absolutely speak against this ridiculous motion by the member for Cottesloe. I think he needs to be very mindful 
of underestimating my community’s contribution to the energy plan of Western Australia. 
MR D.A.E. SCAIFE (Cockburn) [6.57 pm]: I guess we are saving the best for last! I thank the member for 
Collie–Preston. I, too, rise to speak against this motion. In my brief contribution, I want to take issue with comments 
made earlier in the debate by the member for Cottesloe about the recent outages in Kalgoorlie. One of the things 
the member Cottesloe said was that the Minister for Energy had not provided an explanation to Kalgoorlie for 
those outages. He implied that the minister was somehow ducking the issue with the local community about the 
supply of power into Kalgoorlie over those weeks in May and, more recently, earlier this month, and it is not true; 
it is not the case. The member for Cottesloe knows that, because he asked questions about some of those outages 
during the estimates hearings, and he got very detailed answers, from not only the minister but also senior managers 
at Western Power. 
In the case of the outage in Kalgoorlie on 22 May, the answers given revealed just how complex the south west 
interconnected system actually is. That outage was caused by a transmission line being tripped; it could have been 
something like a lightning strike. That tripped-off transmission line was dealt with extremely quickly, but after it 
had been fixed, there was another fault at the West Kalgoorlie substation, and Western Power had to send technicians 
out to that substation to deal with it. There was a cascade of issues in that case and, as a result of that, Western Power 
actually devoted significant resources to inspecting that section of the transmission line. It provided helicopters and 
foot patrols, and it identified a number of other issues that needed to be addressed. They had been planned to be 
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addressed for the following weekend, but, unfortunately, one of them developed into a fault before it could be 
remedied, so that produced a further fault, which in turn created a further outage. 
That is what happens when there is a complex and large electricity network such as the one we have. It is particularly 
an issue for communities that are on the edge of the grid. The point has been made by the Minister for Energy time 
and again that when there are long transmission lines and communities on the edge of the grid, there can sometimes 
be a cascading series of faults that lead to power outages. 
Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
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